WEATHER.

Fair tonight and tomorrow, little
change in temperature, lowest tonight
about freezing.

Temperature for twenty-one hours
ended at 11 a.m. today: Highest, 53,
at 3 p.m. yesterday; lowest, 36, at
7 am. today.

Full report on Page 29.
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SMOOT IS LEADER
OF SHARP FIGHT
N NEW PARLEY

Nothing to Gain in Summon-
ing Nations and Disappoint-
ing Them, He Says.

OTHER FOES CONFER
ON BORAH PROPOSAL

Lodge and Watson Among Admin-
istration Leaders in
Opposition.

‘lines in the coming Senale con-
test over the Borah proposal for an
international conference to solve the

sconomie problems of Burope and
the world are becoming more closely
drawn, Senator Reed Smoot of Utah,
republican, today declared his oppo-
sition to the plan. Seénator Smoot 18
2 member of the commission ap-
puinted to discuss with the foreign
nations the funding of their debts
to the United States.

“I do not think that the conference
proposed in the amendment to the
Navy appropriation bill offered by
Senator Borah would accomplish any
good purpose,” said Senator Smoot.
“We know in advance what the other
nations want, and we are not in a
position to grant it. If we called a
conference, invited these nations here,

and then when they came turned
down their requests, the situation
would met be improved, and the
I'nited States would be placed in a

false position. T am opposed to it,
and 1 do not think that the amend-
ment to the Navy bill will be adopted.”

Conferences between administration
leaders in the Senate over the Borah
proposal are underway, with Senators
Lodge, Watson and others participat-
ing, and it is known that they are
framing a plan to head off the Borah
amendment to the Navy bill if possible,
On the other hand, it is realized that
the Rorah proposal has struck a re-
sponsive chord in many quarters in
this country, and that many interests
are desirous of seeing that the muddle
in Europe be straightened out and that
the United Sta.2s do what it can to
help solve the problem.

I'ndoubtedly it will be argued that
the administration should not be ham-
pered or embarrassed in any way by
congressional action at this junc-
ture, but should be permitted to deal
with the European situation as it ap-
pears best. It i= not the function of
t‘ongress, it will be said, to mix in the
foreign relations of the country, and
the matter should be left to the ex-
ecutive department of the govern-
ment. ]

Foreign Interest In Congreds.

But in answer to thls suggestion, it
ts pointed out that Congress, and par-
ticularly the Senate, has not hesitat-
«d to mix in the forelgn roiations of
the country; that, for example, the
Sgnite took tl‘fne first sl.erll_in hrllm;mr.;
about the conference o bptiation o
armament in “’ashlnﬁ'mﬂler-
more, it is said that the President un-
der the Borah proposal would be free
1o call the proposed conference or not,
#s he saw fit, since the Borah amend-
ment merely *“authorizes” and *re-
guests’” him to issue the call.

The President is left free to select
the nations which should be invited
to the conference. too.

Senator Medill McCormick of Illinois,
who has just returned to this country
from a visit to Europe is expected to
give to the Senate his impressions of
economlic conditions abroad when the
debate on the Borah proposal gets
under way.

While arguments pro and con on the
suggested conference are belng ad-
vanced by other senators and offi-
cials of the government, Senator Bo-
rah himself has issued a statement
expressing confidence that “more ma-
ture reflection” would serve to dimin-
ish opposition to his proposal for an
economic conference, and the further
Jimitation of sea and land armaments.

The statement follows

‘“The opposition to this conference
seems to be along the same lines as
opposition to the disarmament con-
ference when it was first proposed.
There was great timidity and much
opposition at first, but more mature
reflection led to very general sup-
port. I trust such will be true in
this instance.

‘“Thers are many precedents for this
kind of conference. We have as a
government participated officially in
such conferences, and with European
nations, more than once. We have
never hesitated to confer with refer-
enoe to economiec, finanecial or com-
jnercial matters. Such conferences
have never been regarded by the
most zealous advocates of our tradi-
tlonal policies as in contravention of
them. No public mam has been at
any time In our history a more pro-
nounced bellever in our traditional
policles than Col. Roosevelt. He
specifically indorsed this kind of
conference, and regarded such con-
ferences as & means of preserving the
policles of Washington and Monroe.

Deadlock on Reparations.

“For more than two years theére
has been a deadlock on the question
of reparations. It has become" so
serious as to threaten complete
estrangement between the leading
nations which were together in the
war. It has brought Europe to the
very verge of economic chaos. It
has even in the minds of men in high
official position in different countries
nade another conflict imminent.
Naval and military men are now ad-
vocating greater navies and larger
armies because of serlous and threat-
ening conditions abroad.

“Every foreign office in the world,
including our own, is now studying
the reparations question, and con-
<idering how it may be adjusted.
There is no use to talk, therefore,
about not considering, or about not
iealing with it. The only legitimate
question for debate is how can we
rdeal with it most effectively. The
problem is here. If it is not adjusted
it will mean greater suffering in Eu-
rope, and vast loss to our producers,
and It may mean another war. If
the worst should come, we might be
going to Europe on another mission
than that of conferring. I repeat, the
only question is: How can we help?
What is the best method? Upon that
1 have an open mind. .

People Seem Exercised.

“Europe owes us $11,000,000,000.
some people seem to be exercised
wver the cancellation of this debr. I
am far more exercised over Europe's
inability to pay. I have no fear about
the open cancellation of this debt. But
no child now living will see its pay-
ment if the question of reparations is
permitted to go from bad to worse
until another war takes place,

“We are interested in the repara-
tions question, therefore, because we
are Interested In the payment of
what Europe owes us. We are also
interested in it because we want
Buropean markets opened to our
farm. products. Millions are hunger-
ipg and dying Iin Europe for the
iroducts_which are rotting on our
farmg. Shall we say that these mat-
iers ‘do not concern us? Nothing
~ concerns us more.”

Lucille LaV arreHad

Boa Constrictor
for Pet.

Went With Brother
on Exploration
for Science.

Special Dispatch to The Star,

of a 300-mile trip into the British
Guiana “bush,” where a great many

men have dared not to venture, 1o get |

a diamond, is just one of the many
appealing stories of the far Mazaruni
river jungles brought back to New
York by eighteen-year-old Lucille La
Varre, a student of George Washing-
ton University. With her brother,
William J. La Varre of New York
and Washington, supervisor of research
expeditions in the South American

“jungles, Miss La Varre has just re- |
turned aboard the liner Van Dyke.
As she reminisced about her

irip
from the luxury of the Biltmore Hotel
today, it was not of the diamond that
she talked, but of her pet boa con-
strictor, of the jungle wonders,
moonlight nights on the South Amer-
ican rivers and of the friendly black
peonle, many of whom had never scen
a white woman before.
“Loved Whole Thing."”

“I loved the whole thing,” she said.
“T was frightened a good many times,
but it was worth ft. 1 carried a
plstol, because I don't know how to
use a gun. With the pistol T shot a
snake, a sloth, a number of
several big iguanas and a couple of
monkeys;~and I never would kill an-
other. They groan just like human
beings. I hate to kill things.

“One of the Indians killed a mother

I tried to take care of it, but I
what monkeys eat. I

me.
didn't- know

NEW YORK, December 25.—A tale|

! both in the diamond field and in tim-

| in mining and timber prospecting,

birds. | jungles, according to the explorer and

| prospector, were all but wiped out in

,tenth by the scourge.

baboon and they brought the baby to | 4
North

D. C. GIRL TELLS OF TRIP |
IN SOUTH AMERICAN BUSH,

gave it milk and crackers m'nihl
bananas, but one morning 1 went out
and found the little thing dead.

Had Baby Consirictor.

“Another Tndian brought me a
baby constrictor. I kept that in a
box. It was only about two-and-a-
half inches in diameter, but it ate a
whole lizard every day.” |

The Indlans are not wild., Miss La
[\'arre said, though they are thor- !
! oughly primitive.

| “I didn't tell the folks that T was
| going to take her into the jungles,” |
! her brother interrupted guiltily. *They
| thought she was only going as far as
| Georgetown. A great many men have
! been afraid to take the trip she did.
| She really faced danger.”
| La Varre announced an important,
shipment of mineral, betanical 2nd|
life specimens for Harvard University
and the American Museum of Natural
History, which will arrive in April. He
lig to go to Washington soon where he
|will inspect rvure animals and birds
Ih(‘ sent to the National Zoologileal
| Park, which are just being released to
| public view from their hidden. cages.
! The new acquisitions to the Zoo, ac-
| cording to La Varre, include two capa-
bara, the largest type of rodent in the
world, large as a dog, three feet long
|with a two-foot tail. Another prize
| is a mata-mata, an ancient species of
| turtle with a long snout surmounted |
| by a great horn, associated by natur- |
alists with prehistoric reptiles, A
| new variety of monkey with a short

| wooly tail is contained in the ship-|
| ment. {

Diamond Rush Under Way. '
La Varre said that a diamond rush
| is under way at Georgetown as a re-
| sult of discoveries of alluvial dia-
! monds washed down the Mazoruni
l\'all-_v from volcanie craters. He de-
| clared he had 2,000 Indlans and 8,000
| blacks at work In development work

| ber. Besides supervising the re-
| search expeditions. he also is engaged
the American

Aborigines in South

the last epidemic of Spanish “flu.”
They were reduced, he said, to one

These aborigines are not the fight-
ing. warlike type sometimes described,
La Varre said. Unlike the picturesque
American Indian, they are

| T (Continued on Page 2, Column b.)

CHRISTMAS DELAYS
MURDER WARRANTS

Lull Occurs in Probe of Out-
rage by Masked Men in
Louisiana.

ONE SUSPECT IN JAIL.

Military Keep Close Watch for
Threatened Outbreak of
Factions.

]

25. —

BASTROP, La., December
Chrismmas brought a lull in the ac-
tivities of the state in its efforts to
solve the Morehouse kidnaping and
murder mystery.

All indications were additional mur-
der warrants would not be issued on
the day of “peace on earth.”

Two companies of state troops ate
their holjday dinners from mess kits
in the shadow of the parish jail,
which now contaips a solitary suspect
in connection with the murder of
Watt Danie.s and Thomas Richards.

Eight miles distant, at Mer Rouge,
another company of troops relaxed
from a week.of strenuous activity.
The military men were retained at
Mer Rouge by the governor of the
state, who feared to leave the citi-

zens to themselves.

Reports that bloodshed was immi-
nent between fattions of the towns-
peopte, who have been quietly arming
themselves since the depredations of
the masked and white-robed men on
the Bastrop-Mer Reouge highway last
August, when five men were kidnaped,
caused a cancellation of the order
for the troops to join those at Bastrop.

Christmas eve, featured by the
funerals of the men whose decapi-
tated bodies were cast up by Lake
La Fourche Friday, passed quietly.
The throngs of farmers and townsfolk
who attended the burial ceremonies
at the Daniela plantation returned
home without outward expression.

The casket bearing the body of
Daniels, a world-war veteran, with
overseas service, was draped with an
American flag. A military escort
conducted the bodies to the graves
and taps was sounded and a salute
fired as the two caskets were lowered
in their final resting places.

Former Deputy Sheriff Burnett,
occupying the solitary cell, main-
tains his innocence of the crime the
state has charged to him. He hears
a reputation here as being a substan-
tial citizen.

The dragnet for suspects is ex-
pected to be thrown out tomorrow.

Department of Justice investigators,
who for several montha have been
making efforts to ferret out those
responsible for the kidnaping, have
the names, it is said, of practically
every man who was in the masked
band and their movements are said
to be carefully watched. The sus-
pects will face the open hearing or-
dered for January 5.

Several men wanted as witnesses
or accomplices, it is sald, have gone
to towns in Arkansas and Misslasippi,
but can be apprehended whenever the
Attorney General so directs, the fed-
eral detectives declared.

PRE-WAR ZEST MARKS
FESTIVITIES IN PARIS

Prevailing High Prices No Damper
on Christmas Eve Parties in
Homes and Cafes.

PARIS, December 25.—Christmas
eve festivities In Paris were carried
out with pre-war zest, despite tha
prevailing high prices. Even folks in
moderate circumstances disdained the
traditional blood pudding for more
aristocratic menus. The prices in
restaurants were slightly lower than
last year, with the result that the
cafes drew capacity crowds, the rev-
elers dining, dancing and singing un-
til morning. ~ o

Large congregations attended mid-
mht mass at the churches, where

f’lant musical programs were con-
[ ¢ Pl &

TWO SECTIONS HIT
BY PAVING NEGLECT

Heavy Traffic Puts Anacos-
tia and Congress Heights
' Roads in Bad Shape.

MUD OR DUST MENACE

Sections_ of Minnesota Avenue and
Other Thoroughfares Need
! Funds.

Anacostin and Congress Helghts
sections of the city have suffered
greatly and still are suffering from
the failure of Congress to provide
funds for street improvements. Even
the main arteries carrying travel
through these sections are badly in
need of improvement, in order that
they might bear the heavy traffic to
which they are subjected.

Judging from the kinds of road-
ways found on many of the streets in
those sections, those making the ap-
propriations seedn to have forgotten
them most of the time while making
up their lists. For the most part the
roadways in these sections are of
sand and gravel, making a fairly
good surface Iin good weather, al-
though rather dusty for those who
have to live along them. They are
bad in wet weather,

New Cobblestones !\l'znled.
th

One of the great needs | is sonth-
east territory is the replacement of
the many-year-old cobblestone road-
way on 11th street southeast. From
Pennsylvania avenue to the Anacostia
bridge the roadway is paved with
Belgian blocks, and it carries a heavy
passenger vehicle and truck traffic
from and ta points in southern Mary-
land. The Commissioners this year
asked for an appropriation for the
pavement of at least part of it from
Potomac avenue southeast as far as
the bridge. The budget bureau al-
lowed it to go through, and the hope
is expressed that Congress will also
allofwj it. Payving of this section would
provide much relief, as vehicles could
use any of the other north and south
streets in the vicinity which have
sm}mth roadways.

Good Hope road, from Minnesota
avenue to its junction with Alabama
avenue at the top of Good Hope hill,
is paved with badly worn and broken
macadam, which the repair gangs
have been striving to keep in some
sort of smooth condition. However,
this is mueh more costly than repav-
ing in the case of a road as badly
worn as this, and & recommendation
for an appropriation to repave this
roadway has passed successfully
through the various channels to the
House committee.

Minmesota Avenue Needa.

Minnesota avenue, from Good Hope
road to Pennsylvania avenue, a cong
necting artery between these two
highways, is in a bad condition and
should be improved to withstand the
heavy traffic which it bears. Nichols
avenue, from the south gate of St.
Elizabeth’'s Hospital, and Sherldan
road, from Nichols avenue south, also
are in bad condition, the latter almost
impassable in bad weather. There is
an estimatd in the budget bureau's
recommendation to Congress for an
allowance for paving that part of
Nichols avenue from the hospital to
Portland street,

In Congress Heights proper there
Are many streets the surfaces of
which are of the stone and gravel va-
riety. Alabama avenue from Nichols
avenue to its junction with Good Hope
road is In a bad condition. This is
another highway connecting two main
highways and is much used by all
kinds of trafic. At the Congress
Heights end it Is the scene of much
new building work, and the heavy
truck trafic incident to hauling mate-
rials there has cut it up badly. Such

roads, it has bLeemr proven,  cannot
stand up under modern traffic condi-
tions during the winter months.

THE EARLY CHRISTMAS

RISERS.

Chinese Girl, 17, Who Fled
Marriage, Returns to Father

A dark and rather gloomy Christ-
mas for Wing Ling Wen brightened
up suddenly today when Mildred
Wen, his seventeen-year-old daugh-
ter, reappeared at his apartment, at
316 9%th street, after mysteriously
vanishing last Friday night, when
preparations were being made for a

trip to New York, where she was to |
marry a wealthy young Chinmnm|

today.

She walked into the restaurant be-
neath the living quarters of her par-
ents and sat down at a table. Her
father saw her as she entered the
door. The woman's bureau of the po-
lice department, is declared to be re-
sponsible for her return. A police-
woman located a woman, formerly an
employe of Wen's restaurant, who
knew of friends of the girl.

Rumors had come to the ears of the
policewomen that the girl was stay-
ing with these friends in the north-
west section of the city. One of the
policewomen convinced the woman

formerly employved at the.restaurant
that it wouwld be to the best interests
of all concerned If the girl should re-
turn home Immediately.
Polleewomnan’s Duty Done.
When the policewoman entered the
restaurant she witnessed a scene which
would have made a crackerjack pilot
for a Dickens’ Christmas Carol. There
was the girl, crying. Her father was

| standing over her. Nearby was her
jmother. holding her eleven-month-old
daughter, Betty, who was googling her
| glee at the return of her slster.

|~ **Thete’'s nothing further for us to
| do.”" murmured the policewomen, and
they walked out again. .

Mildred Wen was supposed to meet
her father at the Union station for
the midnight train Friday night for
New York. Her father preceded her
to the station. His daughter did not
show up. Nothing was heard from
| her since that time until teday.

Decorntions Speak Volumes.

Mrs. Wen has been on the verge of
nervous prostration. Her husband
! has been making his decorations for
a Christmas feast in the restaurant
while thinking almost constantly of
his miesing girl. Early this morning
those decorations didn't mean a thing
to him. Now they speak volumes.

The reason for the disappearance of
the girl is believed to Lbe her reluc-
tance to marry George Num Lee, son
of the millionaire president of the
Chinese Merchants' Association of
1New York. The match was arranged
by the parents and the girl thought
that she was too young to marry. For
that reason, it is thought, she left.

A reward of $300 wap authorized
vesterday by Mildred's uncle, George
Wen, for information leading to the
return home of the girl.

Her mother this morning before the
girl's re-appearance declared that her
little daughter Betty could not be
comforted since the departure of her
sister-playmate. The child had eaten
no food for over twenty-four hours,
Mrs. Wen said, and appeared to be
| wanting her big sister, Mildred.

FOURTH TUG SEEKS
VANSHED VESSEL

Boats Scouring Lake Erie for
Cornell Find No Traces
of Craft.

CLEVELAND, Ohlo, December 25.—
A fourth tug was added thls morning
to the three already searching Lake
Erle for the missing tug Cornell,
which left here last Thursday and
was due in Buffalo Friday morning.
One tug, covering the middle of the
lake as far as Erie, Pa., yesterday re-
ported no traces of the tug or
wreckage.

Two other tugs patrolling the north
shore made similar vain searches.
The tug Oregon was sent out today to
cruise the south shore as far as Fair-
port and then work out into the
middle of the lake. Efforts are also
being made to enlist airplanes in the
search.

Mny Have Blown Up.

Various theories are advanced In
the marine circles as to the proba-
ble fate of the tug. Omne is that the
tug might have blown up her boliler,

Those who advance this conjecture
point out that the coast guard on
duty at Ashtabula had not seen the
Cornell pass that point. The boat was
equipped with a staunch lifeboat that
would have enabled the crew to reach
ghore unlesa the boat had gone to
pieces in an explosion or ice jam.
Others who scout this theory .think
the boat may have sprung a slow leak
or is delayed by engine trouble.

Report Heavy Fog.

Boats that put into Erie and Cleve-
land report the fog on Lake Erie so
heavy that it is doubtful if they could

have sighted the Cornell even had
they passed within ordinary halling

distance.
The Cornell, a wooden boat, built

in 1888 had been sold recently to Sy-
racuse, N. Y., parties and was being
taken to Bpffalo for transfer. She
carried a double crew of eight men,
all from Cleveland.

‘WOULD REVIVE TREATY.

Japanese Anximis to Benewﬂcan-
merce Pact” With Spain.
By the Associated Presa,

TOKIO, December 6.—The Spanish-
Japanese treaty of commerce and
navigation will expire on October 30
next year and will be abolished, in
accordance with & notice td that ef-
fect recently received by the govern-
ment. Investigations are being made
with the hope of reviving the old

treaty. Pending the conclusion of
a new pact, a protocol in all probabil-
ity will be concluded to-meet the im-
mediate - needs of the two powers

ALASKA TRIPAGAIN
AIM OF PRESIDENT

Tentative Plans que for
Tour to Include North-
west Country.

President Harding, it is understood
on good authority, is again laying
plans for his long delayed trip to
Alaska, which he hopes to make some
time next summer, unless prevented
by Mrs. Harding's health or by ad-
ministrative exigencles.

The plans for this journey are only
in very tentative form at present, and
it is not expected they will be put
into definite shape before spring.

The President feels nmow that he
cannot definitely make a decision re-
garding the Alaska trip until the en-
tire administration program has been
cleared up and until it is certain that
thee possibility of an extra seseion ‘in-
terfering with his plans is out of the,
question. i

Last summer and the summer be-
fore President Harding ‘expressed
keen desire to visit Alaska, but on
each occasion duties of his office would
not permit him to leave Washington
for any length of time.

Would Visit Farms.

It i@ belleved Yhat if he does make
the trip thisa summer he will visit
also the farming communities of the
middle and far northwest, in which he
has expressed on various occasions an
especial interest. He has not had a
real vacation =mince he has been in
the White House.

He i known to be deeply interested.]
in the development of the rich, natu-
ral resources of the Alaskan territory
and for a long period he has studlied
conditions there as they have been
brought to him from time to time for
personal investigation.

He is anxious to see the great do-
main of Alaska and to personally in-
vestigate conditions there so he may
be in a better position to plan for the
development of that territory.

It.is hoped by the President that
he will be able to make a short trip with
Mrs. Harding to Florida in March. In
fact, March 6 has been tentatively set by
him to leave Washington for two or

three weeks stay in the so
dlimate. e

POLISH-JAPANESE PACT.

Correspondence of the Associated Press.
TOKIO, December 6.—A new Polish-
Japanese treaty of cqmmercs and
navigation will be signed shortly, the
draft of the text having already been
completed. Similar treaties, accord-
ing to the Japanese authorities, also
will be concluded with the Czecho-
slo government, ia and

SON RESGUES SIX
INGAS-FILLED HOME

Returning From Midnight
Mass, Alexandrian Finds
Whole Family Unconscious.

LETS IN AIR, CALLS AID

Quick Work of Roy Goods Source
of Christmas Gratitude at
Hospital.

Epecial Dispatch to The Etar.

ALEXANDRIA, Va., December 25—
If Roy Goods, 1601 King street, had
Eone to bed at the usual hour last
night, instead of attending a mid-
night church service, he and six other
occupants of his home might have
Leen found dead from gas this Christ-
mas day.

For when yvoung Goods ret‘urned'st
2 o'clock this morning from mass at
St. Mary's Church he was just in time
to save the entire household from the
fumes, believed to have escaped from
a leaky hot-water heater in the cellar.

Entering the front door, light-
heartedly thinking of the approaching
dawn of the happlest day of the year,
Roy suddenly detected the nauseating
odor of gas. Tt permeated the house
so strongly that he found it difficult
to advance.

Opens House to Alr.

Realizing that those nearest and
dearest to him were sleeping, Goods
threw open the windows and hurried
from rgom to room, fighting off the
effects of the gas until he had rescued
them.

He summoned ald and removed
them all to the hospital, where Dr.
Llewellyn Powell worked feverishly
until he had revived them. Although
they are spending Christmas day in
the hospital, their Yuletide festivities
marred, they are thankful that their
plight was discovered In time.

Those overcome were: Mrs,
beth Goods, Roy's mother; Mrs.
Genevieve Mooney, his sister; George
Mooney, the sister's husband; Dorothy,
the fourteen-month-old baby of Mr. and
Mrs. Mooney; Miss Margaret Goods,
also a sister of Roy, and Luecllle
Davis, ten years old.

Benjamin Goods, the young man's
father, is a passenger conductor on
the Southern railway, and was out'on
his run last night. He will not re-
turn home until late today.

Although young Goods is nota Cath-
olie, it is mot unusual for those not of
that falth to attend the midnight
Christmas service.

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE

Christmas Day has come
again with its message of peace
and good will to all mankind.

Today we remember, after
weeks of preparation, -those
who are nearest and dearest to
us,

It ie with the hope of adding
to the day’'s satisfaction that I,
as president of the Associated
Charities, make a last-minute
appeal for thoee remalning
Christmas Opportunities whose
homes are still hanging In the
balanoce.
~ I trust that many more will
find it in_their hearts today to
remember these mneighbors of
ours with their gifts.

Up to this morning, approxi-
mately $8,000 had been received,
leaving fully $5,000 still needed
to save these homes for the
coming year.

In the midst of the city's joy
and prosperity let it mot hap-
pen thatany of these—the fifty-
three children in these fourteen
families—need be separated
from thelr own mothers the
ooming year because there were

. not enough folks in Washing-
ton who cared!

Contributions may be sent to
John Joy Edson, treasurer, As-
sociated Charities, 933 H street
northwest.

(Signed) Cuno H. Rudolph.

Eliza-

Woman Braves
Death by Fire
To Save Turkey

With smudgy face and hands
badly blistered, but still clutching
tight a luscious, well cooked fat
turkey, Mra. A. Shuppes of 157 D
street southeast smiled benignly
on firemen from three engine com-
panies as they rushed to her
apartment shortly before noon to-
day to extinguish a flre cauged
by grease overflowing onto the stove
from the pan which held the tasty
bird.

“Thank you, but I have not time
today to go to a hospital,” she

laughed, In response to proffered
assistance, ag she carefully placed
her Chrjstmas dinner on a platter
in the room.

The flames were quickly extin-
guished and the loss from waler
was estimated at about $30. “But
what is more,” added the occupant
of the place, “the turkey wasn't
spolled.”

JOYOUS CHRISTMAS
AT WHITE HOUSE

President and Wife Thankful
for Many Gifts From
Various Sources.

MRS. HARDING BETTER

First Lady Joins Executive in Quiet
Enjoyment of Holiday
at Home.

Christmas day probably dawned to-
day upon no more happier home in
Washington than the White House.

The spirit of the day was made still
happier and more joyous by the fact
that Mrs. Harding has so far im-
proved in her health that she was
physically able to personally direct
the arrangements of the Yuletide de-
corations about the rooms on the
upper_floor of the old mansion and |
also the fact that she is going to the |
dining room tonight for dinner for
the first time since she became ili

more than three months ago.

The hundreds of messages bearing
cheery and kindly greetings and the
jnnumerable gifts received by the
President and Mrs, Harding added
much toward making their Christmas
day a most satisfying and happy one.

President Rises Early.

The execulive arose early — far
earlier than is his daily custom. It
was barely light this morning when
he hurried into the room of his wife
and extended to her a merry greeting

and personally handed her his Christ-
mas gift, and In return received one
himself. A little later the couple
went to Mrs. Harding’'s ®itting room,
which was attractively decorated
with holly and other Christmas
greens and flowers, where they experi-
enced almost childish pleasure in open-
ing the many gifts banked high on a
large table in the room. For more than
an hour they were thus engaged when
they were interrupted by the serving of

breakfast in that bright, cheerful
Christmas room.
Mr. and Mrs. Harding had =spent

many such Christmas mornings to-
gether long before either ever|
dreamed that they would be sharing
the joys of the day within the walls
of the White House. It was one of
their typical Christmas days. quiet,
simple and joyful. It is helieved
doubtful. though, if the day ever
found either more fully conscious of
the genuine spirit of Christmas and
of the joy of living than on this par-
ticular occasion.

The executive was joyous and light-
hearted mnot only because it was
Christmas, but principally because
Mrs. Hardlng has made such progress
toward recovery that the shadow
which has hung about the White
House so long had lifted. Mrs. Hard-
ing in return was happy in the knowl-
edge that she was again becoming
well and strong and that the time is
now not far distant when she can
resume regularly her place beside her
distinguished husband.

.
Gifis to Attaches.

She was buoyant in spirit and her
greetings to the various attaches and
servants about the big house were in-
deed merry and inspiring.

Almost immediately after breakfast
had been concluded the President and
Mrs. Harding presented to each of

the score or more attaches and
servants at the White House neatly
wrapped little boxes containing

within a glistening five-dollar gold
piece, as a token in remembrance of
the day.

Later in the day the thirty-three
officers and men of the White House
police force were presented with sim-
ilar presents, and the fifteen or more
messengers and clerks of the White
House will receive their presents to-
Mmorrow.

The President did not go near his
desk in the executive office, and at
the command of Mrs, Harding, he
was not permitted to touch the offi-
cial papers he had brought from his
office Saturday ta his library desk,
and later in the morning upon her
urging, he went to a country club to
enjoy the open for several hours.

The Christmas dinner at the White
House which is to be served at 7
o'clock tonight will be a quiet and
informal affair. There probably will
be two or three invited guests, A
forty-pound turkey will feature the
attractive menu arranged for the
holiday feast.

The President yesterday for the
first time since Mrs. Harding's illness
attended church. He went to the Cal-
vary Baptist Church with Speaker d
Mrs. Gillett in the morning, occupying
their customary pew.

NEW ORLEANS ADMITS
CHRISTMAS IS “WET”

Hundred “Boisterons Drunks”
Jailed, Others Bent to Their
> Homes br/?nliu.

NEW ORLEANS, December 25.—
With the parish jmil holding more
than 100 bolsterous Christmas
“drunks” and hundreds of others sent
to their homes by the police, the holl-
day Is otherwise passing quietly,
with all business suspended.

That “a wet” Christmas prevalls
here was admitted by the Rev. A, H.
Zelmer of the Anti-Saloon League,
who sald:

“I belleve liguor can be purchased
in almost all restaurants in New Or-
leahs. We have excellent work from
the federal officers, but they are so

few in number they cannot hope to

cope with the situation.”

HOME CHRISTMAS
PARTIES FEATURE
YULE OBSERVANCE

President Sets Example by
Dining Quietly With Mrs.
Harding at White House.

NO PUBLIC FUNCTIONS
TO CALL OUT CITIZENS

Chief Executive Sends Greetings to
Disabled Soldiers—Hospitals and
Institutions Remembered.

An old-fashioned, quiet Christmas
was observed today by the President
and Mrs. Harding at the White House,
and by the nearly 100,000 other fami-
lies in the National Capital.

Everywhere throughout the city
the genuine spirit of Christmas pre-
vailed. From the stately rooms of the
Executive Mansion to the lowliest
home in town the best sentiments of
Christmastide filled the hearts of all,
The capital gave itself over today to
the celebration of Christmas In the

hl‘)ma,
There was no publio display. With-
in doors today, beneath countless

glittering trees, large and small, the
message of the Christ-child fllled the
hearts of all, as the children and
their elders gathered for the annual
celebration.

Cabinet Members at Home.

Members of the cabinet and other
high officials of the government spent
the morning at home with their chil-
dren.

It was not until later. after the
day had brightened and the children
wanted to beat their drums on the
sireets, that all Washington camae
outdoors, and then the streets and
parks hegan to fill up.

President Harding declared Lthat

disabled war veterans are “entitled
to the utmost assurance that a grate-
ful people stands willing and anxi-

ous to do, and will continue to do,
everyvthing possible for them,” in a
Christmas message. Sending tha

greeting to the Disabled American
Veterans, the President said:

“It ix deemed espercially fitting that
at the Christmas =eason the gratitude
of the nation should be extended’ to
the sick, disabled and maimed men
of the country's military service,
These men are bevond all others the
most sorely tried vietims of the arm-
ed service in which they and their
comrades upheld the national security
and vindicated the national honor,

Obligation te VYeterans.

“Our oblization has prompted the
nation to a very considerable dealing
with them, which, it is hoped has been,
in =ome measure at least, commensus
rate with. the debt owing to them. For
such misfortunes as have come 1o
thousands of them there can be no
compensations, no adequate requital;
but they are entitied to the utmost
assurance that a grateful people stands
willing and anxious to do, and will
continue to do, everything possible for
them.

“That the coming year may bring
them in fullest measure a restored
fortune, health and prosperity is the
earnest wish of the entire nation.”

Gen, Pershing, in a Christmas mes-
sage today, said that the courage and
fortftude of disabled war veterans
would ever be an inspiration to tha
nation, which could pever be unmindful
of their great sacrifice,

“On this Christinas day T wish to
extend to all of you my warmest
greetings and most eordial goeod
wishes,” said Gen. Pershing, through
the national coffices here of the Dis-
abled American Veterans. “None of
us can ever be unmindful of the great
sacrifices yvou have made in the serv-
jce of your country, although few
can realize what you have suffered.
Your courage and your fortitude will
ever be an inspiration to us. For the
coming year, as always, you have my
most earnest thought for your wel-
fare and happiness. May it bring ita
full measure of health and fortune,
but above everything may it find you
ever brave and re=solute in living up
to the highest standards of your war
service.”

Weeks Sends Message.

Greetings’to the Army were sent by
Secretary Weeks and Maj. Gen. Har-
bord, deputy chief of staff. “You are
the guardians and preservers of that
peace and good will which we rever-
ence at this season,” said Secretary
Weeks. “None deservess to a greater
degree the benefits of the pace w
now enjoy, the security of which you
guarantee by your personal service
to the nation.”

The government departments closed
until tomorrow and Congress until
Wednesday, Christmas reigned su-
|I1reime throughout the National Cap-
tal. -

At the Washington city post office,
however. work went on as usual,
thousands of parcels being dellvered
during the day, while in the morn-
ing the entire staff of letter carriers
made one trip to the residences of
the capital.

Each carrier was loaded down like
a veritable Santa Claus, bearing not
only his share of the letter mail that
came into the city early today, but
also his share of the mail that arrived
vesterday, when there was no deliv-
ery.

Mall Carriers Remembered,

The gray-coated messengers of San-
ta Claus were greeted with whoops
and cheers of children as they came
along the stireets, and hundreds of
Christmas presents were given to the
faithful dellverers of the city's mail.

Letter carriers lingered at homes
today, paying no particular attention

this one day to the letter boxes and
door slots at the various home they
gerved. In the meantime parcel post
trucks were busy delivering thou-
sands of late parcels, On many
streets parcels were laid out in rows
and delivered by the workers from
the central piles. The -fair weather
proved a big aid. i

At the Walter Reed and other hos-
pitals, at the various missions, settie-
ment houses, community houses and
orphan asylums of the city Christmas
was in full swing. A menu fit to place
before the proverblal king was served
at the main mess at Walter Reed
Hospital today. Nobody except the
mess sergeant knows how many
thousand pounds of turkey, potatoes,
how many stalks of celery, how many
milllon cigarettes and other things
went to the making of that “bilg feed.
Nobody cares much, either, for it was
too good u mesg to analyze, But ths

(Coulinued on Lage 2, Codilli 2.
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